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Report by the UPA-fighter Skovoroda.

MY PARTICIZATION IN THE REVOLUTIONARY LIFBRATION STRUGGLIXOF THE

UKRAINIAN PEOPLE IN THE YEARS 1944-49.,

1./ 1 joinﬁ‘tﬁe Ukrainian Insurgént Army (UPA) in spring 1944.That
hgppened in the Sokal-Hrubeghiw region. In that region I remained
as;UPA-member till June15,1946.0n that day I was transferred to.
Pidlassia and assigned to the fighting group of Cemmander Ostap.

On June 30,46 we arrived in Pidlassia ,which is m& native
region.There our fighting group remained till December 10,1947,
On that day the TUJPA-detachment under first lieutenant Prirva re-
ceived the order to carry out an armed raid to Fast-Frussia.l was
assigned to that aefachment.

We left Hast-Prussia on March 21,1948 and arrived in Pidla-

ssia on lay 13,1948.There I remained till August 25, and on that
déy I started the armed raid to fhg West. On September 9,1948 I

S was with my' sroup in the vicinity of Krakau,but I had to go back
— and on Octorer 12,1948 I arrived in the mountains of Svienty Krzyz

-y
[ )

gmiddle Poland)..
On Avnril 14,1949 the UPA-fighter Zenko started his raid to

£

the West - to the US-zone of Germany - and I with my groun tregan
the march to the West on liay 10,1949.

On July 19,1949 I crossed the Czech-~TPavarian horder line.
2./ At the time of spreéding of UPA fights to the Eholm region
(Bastward and Southward of Lutlin) in Wintef 1943/44, 1 worked
with the Ukrainian cooper«tive orgenizstion and helped what was
in my vpower the va:ticular UPA#detachments,

In spring 1944 I Was.fransferfed to a vililage~coorerative and

there I met the UPA¥ detachmen* under Halayda.The UPA fights at that
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time and in that region npt only against the German occupation ,she
wae forced also to defend the Ukrainian‘ponﬁlation against thexPmx
encroachements ol Polish terroists.Halayds made preparations at»that
time for annihillation of one df such Polish terror groﬁps in Ostriw
near Belz, I received arms from the UPA and took part in this mili-
tary action. Hver since I was all the time without intertuption in
the ranks of the Ukreinian Insurgent Army (UPA).

After the assault on Ostriw I received therrder from the Okruha-
administration to hold information lecturs in the neighboring Ukra-
inian villages.Thereafter I was calléd to a educational course for
political educators. That cours wes organized »y the Okruha ~-propa-
gandist Hucul with the agreement of the Okruha -UPA-commender Ota~
manych.Lecturers at this cours were: Otamanych - military training,
Hucul - eéonomics,Yaronolk -~ political pronaganda,further Amon and
Bir. v |

Affter graduating from that course I was assigned to one UPA ‘
ba;ékkion as the political educatmr.Recause of the illness I could
not resume the positiorn.After my convalescesce I remainded with the
fuhderground administration as propagendist.lly task was to hold po-
litiral lectures in villagee.lMvy hoss was the Rayon-nfOpagsndist

Yaroslaw.

After the German-Soviet front rolled over our territory I lost
%he contac* to my ross Yaroslaw. At that time I was inStalled by
ﬁthe Rayon Administretion chirman as the undergronnd V¥illage leader
{kushechevyv), in ¢ehlbw. Thereafter I was commanded for training purmno-
cses to fighting detachrents in Dowzniw-Vyrnyly +The training was or-
ganized by the underground Okruha adrinistration . Commander of these
treining courses was Metodiy.

(Notes- It hecoms absolutely necessary herewith, to explain the

structure of the administration of the Ukraeinian underground.



The lowest administrative unit is a village with a kushcheyy
(village leader)at the head.Several villages make up a hayon
with the underground Rayon'adminisf;ation,then comes Povit.
Many Povits make un ar Okruha.O*last comprises man? Okruhas

and 3-4 Otrlasts .are celled Kray.B.g.0desga oblast and Fessa-

rabia make the South-West ILand (Kray)The four Galimian Oblasts
ts

make the Western Land ,Volynia Oblas Zhytomif,Riwne,Lutzk

and Polissia the Norfh-West +andyaso. The Ukrainian territorises
in Poland ,westward of the so called Curzon Line ﬁake'the
Western Frontier Land (Zakhidni Okrainy). At the head of each
Land stands the underground Land administration. |

.This civilian Oblast and Land division corresponds'to the mi%i -
tary division of the UFA: Land® UPA- Maingroup (e.g. UPA-South,
UPA¥West, UPA=-North,UPA-West-frontier. Rkxmhax Oblast = Voye-

nna Okruha and further to the tatallion ,company aso.)

After the gradudtion “rom the treining course for the fighting groups
I was appoiﬁted to the position of the political éducatép with Wop

in the Rayon No 1. In that poZition I remained till fall
1945 .By order of the Okruhe administration I was assigned to the-g
group of movable propagandists and as such I had the task to hold
1ectures in the villages. My boss was the Okruhe PBropagondist Duna-
yevekyy . | : .

Oﬁ June 16 -, 1946 I was ordered vy first lieutenant Prirva to
Pidlessia and had the task to train the fightine grouvs and fighting
cadres’.Later I took the position of a political provagandist and
at the end of of my s*tay in Pidlassia I was the radio operator with
TO.

Ny bosses at that time weré Chub,and later Stefko. During the

raid to Test prussis I was the political educator of the UPA raid



detachment as assistant to Cormander Prirve,
3./ I took vart in the folloving combat actions of the UPA:
in the annihillation of the ferrorist-group in Ostriw,
in the assault on the town of Hrubeshiw,
- in the assault or the town of Krystynopil and
in the fight agabrst a detachment of Polich security volice near
Kentrzyn in Fast - Prussia.
I ar informed arout the following combat actions of the UPA:
the heroic defence of the villages Madzarky and Poratyn agaiﬁst the
Polshevik-Polish 1O (Peovle's Milicia). |
Further I am informed‘about ‘he turning down of villages Dowzniw
and Pyvowshchyna by the Polish military units.Also the cruel forced
deportetionof the Ukrainian ponulation from the Sokal and Kholm re-
gions to the Soviet Union in 104¢ and a similar resettlement of the
Ukrainiend from Pidlassis to Tast-Rrussia in 1947.Fesids I know ahout
nunerous terror acts and cruebties committed by the Folish authofi-
ties during these resettlement activities.
‘T am irformed arout the Herdic deed of Hrab and Oleh,who attacked try
‘ (6f 50 men) ’
a Polish military detachrment in Pidlassia , fought the Poles half a
day and then withrew suocessfﬁlly.
There were also cases of treason as with Yurchenko and Nakonechnyy,
and the deserter Basykko in the Hrubeshiw area or Chumak in.Pidla-
ssia .Viun,the former cooperator of the underground security ser-
vice,arrested by the‘Folsheviks ,waos loter released to do spying
work.
mie Soviet Border Serviece in Krystvhepil mmx rade great efforts

to build up a sty network among the Ukrainian vnopulation.That action,
howé#er, ended withont any results.

~

4.# The situation in the ¥holm area.” The Russification policy in that
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area ti11 1915 and later the Polénizafion policy in *he years 1919-
1939 gave only surface reéults,becauée as soon as the Ukrainian In-
surgent Army (UPA)began there the action - and it was ,as already
mentioned, in winter 1943/44 - the national conscieuensif that seg-
ment of the Ukrairian peovnle was sl%%ly to recognize again. I new
that area from the time Tefore the second world war and I was sur-
prised of the fighting will of the Ukrainian populs tion there, Du-
ring the comhat actions of the UPA in that area the Ukrainians nroved
_the ssme national consciousness as ;?1 ather Ukrainian areas,

The greatest influen~e upon the spontanious development of the
national consciousress had the mm cormon danger of the whole vnovula-
tion frorm the attacks of the Poligh imperilist undercround ,which
wanted to continue the Polonization of that territory.As the Polisgh
Underground turned in the first place against the Ukrainian mopulation
and not against the German occupants , the common foe of the.Ukra-
inian and Polish peéoples,the best sons of the Kholm area of Volynia
and Galicia rushed to that area to fight in the ranks of the Xholm
UPA detachments and to defend the Ukrsinian veaceful populc tion agais
the Poliéh terror.

The Polish partisan moverent burned down vhole Ukreinian villa-
geg in the Tholm area and annihillated en mass the Ukrainian nopu-
1ation.That called put at first a panic among the Ukrainian popula-
tion and they fled to the woods or to more secure areas in Galiria.
The climax reéaghed the Polish terror in winter 1943/44, At that time
already came into existénce the firgst UPA detachments and OUN-groups
which took the Ukrainian population under their protection and oppo-
sed the terror gangs.Obviously these first Ukreinian fighting groups
have not bheen strong enoughkmx to carry out entirely their task

and to strick bhack the stronger in number Polish detachmert' s. In

early spring 1944 the Poles were akle to enter great successess
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_they occried the whole area to the RBug rivere in the North, to the
village Dolobychiw , in the South to the village Kostiashyn,ILisky,
Vasyliw ,0lhivok and Richycia. These successes in territories were
reached in heavy fights with Ukrzinian detarchments and they Poles had
'XKX hezvy losses. 7ithout new reserves the Foles were not able to cor
tinue their assault.,

The defence of the Ukr.inian population against the Polish ter-
rof by UPA united the Population around the UPA and the Ukrainian li—'
beration movemnt.The UPA defenders raised the defense will of the Ukz -
inians and the Ukrazinian peasants joint the ranks of UPA and sent
their sons to UPA-detachments.

After the Polish assault hasg been.stoped ynew UPA#detachmenrts
have been orsanized and trained so that at Faster time the URA was
rensdy and started the counter—attack.ﬂear the villapge Possadiw the
Poliseh front was btroken and the Poles were thrown acfoss the Huchva-
river; |
) These war Eetween two peoples developed behind the German froht
ihstead of & common étruggle against'tpe Germans and instead df makirg
commbn preparations agaire t the Bolsheviks.The respohsibi]i¢y for sum
develovment must e carried exclusively by the Polish underground,
which gave the order for annihillation of the Ukrainian vpopulation
in the Khﬂlm'area,to the undergronund detachments.

These defence -~ struegle won the UPArmy great resrect and an-
thoritj in the UkraiEAan novulation of the Fholm - arce.Particnler
detarhrerts and their ooﬁmanders have heen highly vraieed.

As soon asg a TTPA detachrent entered a villace a solemn holi-~-
daylike moodabvearéd.ﬁhx Farmers invited soldiers to teir houses
notody remained without shelter.hivery UTA soldier was always welcomed.

The heroic deeds and boldness of BPA soldiers and commanders

were discussed not only by adults btut by children as well.Mother sent
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their sons and wives their husbands to UPA ranks without tears.
The mood and behavior of the‘bopula*ion had its positive
influence unon the fighting rood of the goldiers.
These conditions lasted +il1l surmer 1944, the time of mxms
xxeing shifting the Gerran - Soviet front west of ﬁhe ¥Holmland.
Tith the arrival of *he Tted Army the feeling of the mnonu-
le. tion was very insecure, tecuee of not knowing how to behave in
the new situation.The stand toward "'UPA ,however, did not change
at all.After a shdrt period of time the Kholm area was included into
the Polish state.For a long time norody saw the Prlish administré-

_ the Eastern dide of
tion and also_the Soviete did not appeir from kikixd the Bug-river.

T™e incormoration into *the Polish stete was regarded by the popu-
1ation as XEX a neqétive factor because they wanted to stay with
other Ukrainians‘under one administretion.¥rom the Polish go-
vernment the Ukrainian poomdtion 4id not await any good.

At that time g TPA -baﬁaillon was organized in EMXXX®E my regic

Tis hatallion was assigned to go for training to Volynia.Crossing
the Bug-river the tatallion was attacked and defeated by the Soviets
UPA suffered heavy losses.That of course had repercussions among
the popuk tion.

The combat suocessés of UPA detachment lnder commander Yahoda,
hbweVer, raised the mood of the popudatién , and the UPA units
were supnorted by all possitle means.That applies to Sokal and
iirubeshiw areag.

In sv»ring 1945 bhegan in rayons Hruteshiw,Xholm, Zomostia,
Tomashiw,and RBilhoray a resettlerent zction of Urrainians to the
Soviet Txrainian Renublic.A part of the ponudtion which has been
ferrorizes ty the Poles and was afraid of n;w Bolish te:ror agreed

to be resettled.Only the population of several villages in “rubesh:

areaywhere UPA was in unres*ricted control of the terrain, remained.
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Also the population of the region to the Huchva-river oppsed the
recettlement because that terrain stood under the protection of UPA,
and remained there till the end of UPA fights in that area Imxmiddiw
sfxx , midsummer 1947,

In sonring 1945 the UPA fightings started arsain.The foe's terror
stopved.The detachment under commander Yahodadestroyed the ter:orist
negt in Variaz and liguidated the gpying organization of Yurchehko .
The whole spying‘ring fell into the hands of UPA and the enemy was
not able to build up sach a ring apain.The Ukrainians took over
g ain the whole admimistration of the areaj a free spot of a free
Ukraine has been created. That lastéd till spring 1946, when a new
resettlement action began.

In that period of time no enemy activities were to be recorded
so thet people who came from other regions to the Cholm area con-
firmed thst that area was the most quiet and the most havpy area in %
the Ukraine. The civilb:n/administrafion of the Ukra;nian libers tion

: considered
movement acted as the btate authority and it was as such by tke po-
pulation, ) |

In that neriod of time an agreement has been reached with the
Polish resistance army (WIN) (Wolnosc i Niepodleglosc# Freedom and
Independence) and was welcomed by the Ukrzinian popukation. The Ukra=-
inian population knew that no danger‘from the Polish side is threate-
nbng. For a long time,however, the population mistrusted the agreemeﬁf

In snring 1946 threw the Warsow govern ment strong units of the
Polish Army (WP) to the Zholm land ,supvorted by NKVD units with
their HQ in HWruheshiw.The Ukrninian population was rothed and terro--
rized by both of them.The popula’ion fled to the woods , to aban-
doned farms ,which have been left by sesettlers to the Soviet Ukraine,

etnogranhic

or wanders to the West to the Polish Exkxix territories.Again the

resettlement action began ,comprising only the area between Krysty-
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nopil and 0lhivok and Relz.Fresh strong military units were thrown
to the Kholm land.UPA started a counterattack and attacked the town
IIrubeshiw with NKVD garrison. Cruel scenes everywhere in thaf area
have been recorded and till the end of the vesettlement mm action
5% of tﬁe Ukrainian popuation were removed from that area.
During that resettlement action the UPA grour to which belonged

Skovoroda obtained the Qrder to march to PHdlassis.

5./ The situation in Pidlassia. The UPA struggle in Pidlassia had ano-

ther character in Pidlassia than in the areas located south.UPA unists
came to Pidlassia only in summertime and for the winter they'moved |
out to the south.There was ,however, a widespread underground net.
The porilation of tha' area with friendlines welcomed the UPA units
aﬁd supnorted tnem whatever ip their vower,They were very well infor-
med atout the situatibn in the Soviet Union, new abtout the struggle
of UPA for a Ukrainian 1ndep¢ndent state and for that rezson they
supprorted UPA unig¢s in Pidlassia. Also in that area a frienship agree-
ment was signed bhetween UPA and WIN, the Polish underground,and since_
tle.t time all encroachments of the Polish underzsround against the
“krainian population stonped.UPA won very soon all sympathy 6f the
whole vpopulation ,the Pd8lish as well, because it combatted with
success the various Eolshevik terror‘institutiong.

In general ,however, the Pidlassia ares stood not on the high
level of the Hrubeshiw area,which was entirely controlled by UPA,
rut alsﬁ in Pi&lassia there were so called UPA - villages , Where.
Upe units had quarters for months .

In summer 1946 appeared the first agent-provocateur Chumak
in Pilassia, who knew many quarters, hiding places énd contact lines
of UPA.At the same time strong units of the Polish Army (WP) were
throm to Pidlassia to comb up the woods an’ villages,Chumak's acti-

vity as well as razzias and terror fightened the pobulation.
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The wideSpread stretches of forrests gave UPA the ovportunity for

mareuvering and to strergthen the fighting activities.The mood of
the soldiers rose from day to day and that influenced also the Do~
pulation. In fall the Polish army 16ft the area and cietness reigned
again till the resettlement action in snring 1947. This first strengfh
protation had good influence upon the soldiers as well ad on the
population and they were even more active in the futwre struggle.

During the resettlement to Hast - Prussia in June 1947 the enem:
threw again strong military ﬁnits‘to Pidlassia and the population was
" so terrorized that they so no possibility to awade the resettl emeht.
They went ,however , in the VYelief of coming back soon. It is ‘o
stress that there was no nne case of treason.

I know Pidlassia very well ever sinée and I may state that the
Ukrainian nopulation wkixxk of that area which was not entirely natio-
nal conscious , became the active and conscious vartx of the Ukrainian
people through the particivation in the struggle of the UPA. Such
natipnal consciousness of the popualation we met 6 months later in
East Prussisa.

6./ The moral of the Poles. The Polish popualtion is positively minde«d

+oward the FPolish underground movement. The Polgsh stand toward the
Ukreinisns wmx varied in different periods.The first veriod:The Ukra-
inkan - Polisﬁ undersround war whidh excited a great enmity towsard .
the Ukrairians in the frontier lands.After the reaching of agreement
of mutual understandingbetween the Ukrainian and the Polish Under-
rounds and after the comrmon REXIWKEXEEXXNEX military operstions =
agéinst‘the common foe~ the Polsheviks- the stand of the Poles
against the Ukrainian liberstion movement changed basically, it be-

* came positive and friendly. In many cases , however, it is not yet

entirely good.

In many cases the enthusiasm for the extent and the gtrength
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of the Ukrainian undergrOund prevailed among the Foles,The stand of
the Ukrainians toward the EXEXXYX enemy, their perseveretiye and the
heroism of the Ukrainian irsurgents always found recognition with the
Foles,Often one could here: ! Were the Polish underground so ﬁéll
organized all would look bettef."...

During the fferman gccuhation the Folis™ underground was very
strong.It was weakened only bty the fact that every Polish political
‘party possessed resistance units of its own.Among them werw some
communist military groups and often they fought each other ,mainly
thé comrunists and the NSZ (Narodove Sily Zbroyne).The natiénal
underground was weakenea also by tﬁe fact that the social program
was not progressive enough to mobilize the power of the Polish
people en mass., Some times there were caseé of lack of discivphine.

After the German-Soviet front rolled éver the Polish national
terrifory; the Polish underground movement remained at first without
action aﬁd waitéd; evoiding an oven struggle with the Rolsheviks
and discharging Their,cadrés into the villages.After the end of thie
wa.r in Turopethe Polish undefaround Yecame vetry active again and its
existence was noticarle everywhere.This activity was to influence
the Polisih wlections and to draw the attention'on the situation in
TPoland from abtroad.At that time the support by the West Was expe=-
ted in Poland.After the FPol&sh communiéts frauded the election re-~
sults and the West did not even think to intervene for that reason,
the mood of the Polish masses sank considerally , end that mood was
transfereéd unon the unde;ground «That fact @as reen utilized wvery
clevefly spronouncing the " penercsl amnesty for the underground”
¥any underground workers truned back to the "normal" civil life.

_After the amnesty has been carried out the activity of the

polsih undercround rose once again ,as one could notice in the nei-

. ghboring areas of Pidlassia, but never again was it as strong as
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during the German occupation. '
After agreement has been reached between UPA and WIYN in the

Southern part mf - area Hrubeshiw and Kholm - a strong cooperation
developed between the Ukrainian ahd the Poldésh undergioundss: cormon
military operations have been carried outeIn sipggle discussions with
the Polsih underground fighters one had the impression that the Poles
did not consider this agreement sincerely and prepared for the fu-
ture armed argument with the Ukrsinians ,although only in politics an
provagenda for the time being. :
hetween the Ukrairdns and Poles

In Pidlacsiae ecame into begng a friendly cooveration in 1945
in 1946 this coonermtion cooled up, and ir 1947 ,after nrocléiming
of "Amnesty" the Polégh assaults on the peaceful Tkroinian vopulation
grew rapidly. The Ukrainian underground admingstration protested
frequently to the leadershin» of the FPolish underground ; these nro-
tests remaned in most cases without any results.

The Polish vpopulation ,porticularly the pezsants , are onnosed
to the present ¥arsow regime. This vopulation got to understand tle ¢
511 watchwards of the " Indevendente of the Polish state", all decla-
roetions of the Warsow government are only to deceivethe Polish neople.
s There is nobody in Poland at the vpresent time who 1is not aware
that Foland already at the vpresent time is the 17£h Soviet Lenurlice.

’In 1949 , ir conneciion with the strengthened economic oopre-
ssion ,with arrests en mase and with the strengthened vwolice terror,
FEXEXAREXHC the hatred to mghe government rose considerably.

likolaychyk andhis Peasants party was juet after the Polish
underground , WREER X I EX LI X R EX R ERXAEXL XXX A XX AXFERRXZXXXY Very po-
pular with the Dolish messes.The oppression of the Peasants party
the forced "unity" of the socialist party with the commuinist bart§

in fne "United Polsih Workers Party" strengthened the hatred to tie

regime.Ry the way the"unity" has been carried out only in the top
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varty positions . The party masses of the socialisfs y Particularly
the workers , do not want to know anything of this "unity" and hate
the party leaders in the vnrovinces.

.The collectivization of agriculture whiech begen strengthened
orly the hostile attitude of the Polish vpeasants.Since May 1949
moss imprisonments among the opvosition elements are being carried
out in POland.Now the TFolish vopulation is convinced entirely that in
communist Poland can be né legul opposition.The small parties which
are leading their starving life besids the communist "United Polsih
Workers Party", are no narties , they aré‘only labels which have to
prove thot there is no one narty system in Poland. The officially
existing Peasants varty (PSL),which had to "unite" with the commu~
nist Pesants Party(Sl), has still some infiuence in the villages
and the Tolish Socialist farty (PPS) among the workers.The popu-
1ation, however, is convinced that the legal parties cannot achieve
anything.They look with hope upon the underground and ubon.the
democtatic abroad.

7./ The time from fall 1947 till arrival in Germany.

The raid of UPA unit under first lieutenant Prirvae to Fagdt#Pru-
gsiz begzan on December 10 , 1947. A detailed report abaut that raid
has been published in the Ukrainian DP paper "Ukrainian Tribune" -
mnich, Mo 18-25, April#x 3,- May 29, 1949, therefore I shall report
only about the time , when I operated in Tast-Pruseia separatly from
Fieutenatt Prirva. ‘

we narted at the'beginning of Jaruary 1948, With soldiers Skala,
and Perkut we went to visit my femily devorted to Tast-Irussia,
We agreed upon & nlace with a deported family with 1t.Prirva to ex-
change informations about our march. This peasant family,however,
wes arrected in the meantime by the Yolish - comrunist nolice,and

we could not join the Prirva's unit ever since,
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On March 21 , 1948 we began-ﬂmx for the third time our march bhack to
Fidlaszeia.We marched in no hurry.As soon as we resched the old Polish
texritory South of Bast - Prussia, we were informed by the veasants
thaet our unit marched already through.In *hat region omerated at that
time a s*rong Polish undergfound groun, which sought contact with us,
as one neasant informed us.As in that region strong Polish security
nolice detachments overated,we evoided to seek that contact.Few days
hefore our arrival the_P“lish nunderground shot the Polish villagé
mayof of the village Kurpia Mala,region Tisz,because he denounced two
Polish underground soldiers to the poliee and the volice caught one
of them, who was ill.The second one killed the commander of the mpolice
detachment ,which ransacted the village , and fled to the woods,.
' , as we were to cross the river Narew

In the vilinity of the town of Novogrod, fell in our hands

the lietenant of the Pnliesh forrest guards and we disarmed‘ﬁim .
operates :

Fe told us that in that region a very strong P-lish underground
group o

The region near the town Dorohichyn was controlled by very
strong Pnlish police patrolls (U3P), seeking the Polish underground
ﬁnit under Jaskolka.The neassnts told us tha* faskolka®s unit #rkixr-
g offered the military and security police troops several battlese.
Jaskolka's unit operated at that time in the Sieklce, Sokolow,Biels
podlasky area.All ferry -men on the Bug river have been arrested by

supporting

the security police and accused of =mxmXxXRg *the partisan units in
crossing the river,

Wid liay 1948 we came back to Pidlassia.In the "Planta" Torest
we found one UPA unit which operated here the whole winter 1047/48,
There we received the ordef from the UPA -sector commener to go in a
‘ the
raid to TestrRXEXERIMANK. Thorough prenarations have hreen made for

that raidinasmach as strong Polish militzry and security moliee units

have been thrown to Pidlassia to comb the terrain after Ukresinian in-
surgerts.
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End of August 1948 we marched off.Mgegroup under my cormmand had 8
HENXXEXX®x including myself,

a.)_March to Krakow. Our rout went North of Lublin to the West ,

— . v v mew b ma— -

North of the city of Bulavy we crossed the Vistula in a raft.on theb
third day of our march we had an incidert with Polish Milizias sol-
dierss one of ther was woonded the rest fled.The woondéd was a lieu-
tenant. We disarmed him and a@éef s trial we let him go.

e marched in the direction of Swiety Krzyz and in none village
near the town Ladow we were very welcomed by the Polish peasants,
recausethey noticed imridiately thet we belong to the underground.,.
The peasants collected food among themselved for us and one of them
nroposed us terrain mavs.Ve took quarters in the reservation park of
zeromsko and remained there for several days.With us were also two
armed Poles who were sought by the security voliee.Both wanted to
fight their way to a Polish resistence unit.The terrain maps could not
been bought for us,however, ‘

by .

We passed the towns Chmielnik,Pierzchniea, Miechow, Ojcow, un-
til we reached Vistula west of Krakow.Farther South-west in the
vicinity of Piala ~-Pielsk, there were at that time - the first days of
Séntember— maneuvers of the Tolicsh Army and it was very diffienlt to
to.nass that terrain.For a march through Silesia it much to late
a senson,hecause winter might have sirnrise us on the way.West of
Y rakow onefated a Polish resistance group under Msciciel (avenger),
Whiéh caused much trouble to the Folish security nolice.Many small
scale fights took vlace there.

The maneuvers gave the sccurity police a good opvnortunity to
comb un the woods in search for partisans.We could not find out
whether this maneuvers were rot only a camouflage for that action.

wWe decided ,therefore to turn rack and to spend the winter in Mxdxmk

¥idpoland in the mountains of Swiety Xtzyz.
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We arrived in the region of XEXHEAWX Logow and told the pessants
who we new already, that we found contact to our HQ.and we intend to
spend the winter there.From the neasants we learned that in that region
there were no resistance groups in oneration.That area seemd to secure,
All peasants sympathized with the Polish resistance wkrix which had
great authority among the ponulation.The peasants assufed us they
will organize a whole company if 1t is needed and if we gdve them such
an order.The winter season is not favorable for such action.
In woods protected by minefields we built a bunkerand snend
the winter there.Peasants supplied us with food , or we brought food
from them ourselves. Three times we were comvelled to make reqguisitiors
in state owned coovneratives (Svoldzielnia).In svring two of our neasarn
friends have “een arrested *y the secnrity nolice,two others had to
flee and joint the Polish undersround.Therefore we changed our place
not to let the security police to come on our tracks .In spring we’
made preparations for our march toward West.
be) gome_d§+gﬁls_ tout _the Polish underground. During our raid we
slearned about the'following Polish resistance groups:
As already mentioned in the region of Sied]ce',Sokolow,Blelsk
“TnrdlasVi,Vegrow - on the rorder line of Woyewodstwo Warsow, Bidlystok,
operated
and Tublin - the resistance group under Jaskolka (Swallow).In May 1948
police action against this group was taking place.In the vicinify of
the villages Rachyny and Liviny in the north of the town Drohichyn,
there was a great hattle ir the first days of Iay where the security
police suffred heavy losées.

Southward of this partisan region -~ in.fhe regions of Wlodava,
Biala,Radzyn and Tukow - was & resistance group under Jastrz&b(Hawk).
This group had a strenghh of a company,but at the time of the offensiwe
many small groups Jjoint Jastrzah ~nd the group grew to the strength
of a bafal]ion.A?tér complition of their tasks the batallion discharged
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many of its memters and remained in the strength of a company.Tillr
spring 1947 the Jastrzab unit was very active:z four times trains were
blown up.in the vicinity of Parczew , the town Wlodava was raided and
oceunied by the partisans and 21l vrisoners samong them many Ukrainiams
were relegsed.On the ronad ILublin-"lodava Jastrzad disarmed four trucks
with Polish troops and captured 6 officers and 9 non comrissioned offi
cers ,who were later left free.,All of them were later courtmarchalled
and-executed Tor theyx went into captivity without fight.kmx Further
he attacked three trucks with troops ®Exx in Kolin.iIn a battle near
Uhnyn *Parczew the security vpolice Z¥ost 16 killed.Then he anniﬂillated'
the Milizia Posts in Sobibor,Sosnowica,Kodenci,Wisznice,and Wola Were-
szczaynska,After the nroclama‘ion of "Amnesty" in 1947 xkxmrk he restri
cted his activities but remained active.

In the recion of Czestochova #Radomsko where the woyevodstwo Po-
znan,lLodz and Kielce mxm® meet are active the resistance groups under
Zapora and Murat.It is difficult for me to report detéils about the
activity of these groupshbecause I héve not been active in that area,
The population told us about numerous battles between those two groups
and the security police and military ‘troops.In winter 1948/49 Lurat
was captured by UBF and in Merch 1949 he was shot publicly in Lodz,.
ThEx Zapora's groun Xxgkxtxx continues to fight.

Westward from Krakow operétes s, as already mentioned, the partim
groun under Mscieciel,who was reported shotb¥a§zg Polish~comrmunist vpa-
ners in winter 1948/49. In contrary to this report Msciciel makex
continues to make troutle to the security vnolice.

The Pnlish comrmurist mress reports from time to t 'me ahont the
underground axsxkmx though the renorts are destorted. Often this nress
brings obituaries of officers and non-commissioned officers of the se-
curity police (KBP) as ”kilied in xrxiwm struggle against the reactior

very frequently the orgen of the communist Polish United Workers Farty
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(PZPR) brings short and large reports of trials of the Folish under-
ground workers.Often names of Polish catholic priests are mentioned

]

who are accused to belong to the Polish underground.

Arm stockniles are being descovered and that ceuses heavy fights
between *the undercround snd the volire. Also radiormx equipnment
descovered by the volice causes arrests en mass.

In winter 1948/49 a grest part of police from all Prland were KK‘
gathered to the Woyewodstwo Warsow ,Pilystok and partially to woy e-
wodetwo Turlin and T.odgz fqr mass razzias in search of Polish under=
ground.In larch 1949 a great battle tetween the Polésh underground
and the police took place mmar Staczow mwoyewodstwo Kielce, after the
underground annihillated many mf police posts.Till then nothing has
been known about'the Poliegh underxrground in‘thaf area.,

Shortly before our march to the West -end of April and be-
ginning of uiay 1949 -mass arrests Bve been carried out in all Poland.
The Polish underground suffered only slight losses ,becauce the
nolice terror is pointe  exclusively agaisnt the civilian nopulation
and the undercround workers x¥m who know how to maneuver, were alle
to escnane.

c.) The second march_to the West. On Aprilv14 1949 the group under
7zenko left the Swity Krzyz mountains on the way to the West.On llay

10 I followed him with three men.Till Czestochova we had land mans
and we had ho difficulaties to continue our march.further we possesce
only simple orientation mans.

The Polish povulation was no more as friendly and did not want to
cive or sell us food.7We had to make requisitions.On one occasion
the seenrity nolice was ecslled and it come to shootings.We reached
tre woods and escened the versult.On the geme dey we had apain shoo-

ting with forrest guards ,who recuired nassnorts.As they reached

5 3 1 v o oA o o
for nistols we answered with fire.One murd threw a handgrande nd
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we could not pursue them.

Petween the town of PRrzeg (Trieg) épd the city of Onmeln (Onole)
we crossed the Oder river in a hoat and went in direction +n Glatz

e Poles

(Kladno) .The population -who were mostly the new settlers from Galiaic
and Volynia was friendly and did not ask where from we are and where
we go.The hatred of these new settlers is directed mainly ageinst the ¢
Russian Polsheviks and the Soviet Russian NKVD, because any of the
resetﬁled Polish fTamilies lost some Tody from théir heloved in Siberia
or @oncentzation camns.,

Passing Glatz we resched the Adler mount:iine on the Shlesian-
Czech torder, which is the frontier between Inland and Czecho%lovakia.

At night 13/14 of ne we ecrossed the rorder lire under heavy
terrain corditions and a road sign in Czech 1anguager taught us the t
we are no more in Poland.

The Czech pormulation of that region is very vnoorsand all food
staffs are rationed .%We evolded gre:t sTich villaces obeying strong
security measures.dur we.y goes.in South-"Vegt direetion. The Elhe river
we had on our left side.

e nasged v Tolrice snd Tyristelastward of Tarduhice,farther
eastwardlop Chmdirm and ecrossed the river Chrudirka.Through the woods
near Golcuv Jenkov, Zdraslavice to the river Sazava which we crosced
near Karov.Farther in South-Yest direction we passed by Domasin,Bystry
ce,Janovice to the vicinity of Sedlecany.There we intendied to cross the
Toldau rivef. ( VLTAVA) .

In one village near Sedlcany we axchanged fire with police and
one of my comrides soldier Strila was killed.We escaped the pursuit
going into the woods,.Shortly after to that village errived three nole

nolice cars and one amobulaence which took the ¥illed,"he incident
too¥ nlece on nly 6,1949,

e went in Southern diredtion.The whole night all roads were guar-
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ded by molice wi'h cars.,

We crosse I"oldau ina boat after looking for it for several
days.ﬁe pasgsed by Hifosioé,Planioe,Klatovy and spendt the nizht
Southward “rom Janovice 6 kilometers from the Pavarian-Czech bor-

der line. The frontier we crossed at night ¥x 18/19 of July.

In Neugogen we delivered our weapons voluntarily and therafter

we were broght to the UB ~lilitary Govermment in CHAM,

HRHAK XK KKHRK



